Memory and social skill in schizophrenia: the role of gender.
The relationship between social skill and memory was examined in a group of patients with schizophrenia and schizoaffective disorder. There were few or no differences between male and female patients in history of the illness, symptomatology, memory, and other cognitive factors, or social skill. Despite the absence of differences, impaired memory was related to poorer social skills for the women, but not the men. Reanalysis of data on social skill and memory from an earlier study (Mueser et al., 1991) revealed a similar pattern of results. The findings suggest that the contribution of cognitive factors to impaired social competence in schizophrenia may differ in men and women. Alternatively, the results may reflect sampling bias, whereby more severely ill women are studied than men, relative to their respective populations.